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The court have no hesitation in stating their decided
conviction, that interference in these matters is unjusti-
fiable ; and they confidently appeal to you, whether it be
not the practice, even of the British government, to de-
cline interference with their European allies, on behalf
of individuals who have voluntarily risked their money
in foreign loans, and whose position as creditors has not
been affected by any of the political measures of Great
Britain.
If such be the practice of the states of Europe, whose
relative position towards each other places them more or
less upon a footing of equality, and enables them to ex-
ercise a discretion in admitting or rejecting claims, even
after interference has been exercised, it surely cannot be
becoming in the British government, possessing as they
do in India power absolutely predominant, to adopt a
different practice, and to interfere with the weak and
helpless native states on behalf of claimants who em-
barked freely with their eyes open, and solely with a view
to their own interests, in pecuniary speculations in which
our government took no concern, and of which, in point
of fact, it had no cognizance; merely because some of
those speculations have turned out unfortunately for the
adventurers.
It is well known how easily the native governments,
from their dependence and the painful feeling of inse-
curity which haunts them, take the alarm, and with how
much dread they regard every thing which has a tendency
to bring them into a collision with our government,
whose study, therefore, it has been to limit, as much as
possible, the number of points of contact. So sudden
and so great a departure from this line of policy as
would be implied in the exercise of our interference in
private matters, whether pecuniary or otherwise, would
assuredly excite distressing apprehensions in the minds